
NEH “Living and Writing Deliberately” Curriculum Unit 

August 2017 

Nancy Logghe 

 

Thread:  Being Awake, Aware, Alive 

Unit Summary 

 Students will select quotations from the writings of Henry David Thoreau, illustrate the 

quotations with photographs or drawings, write the quotations in their own words, and 

present their work to the class. 

 

Objectives 

Students will become familiar with the work of Henry David Thoreau by 

 reading/listening to biographies of Thoreau. 

reading and discussing quotations from his work. 

Students will show their understanding of the work of Henry David Thoreau by 

writing the quotations in their own words. 

illustrating the quotations with photos or drawings. 

explaining the why they  chose the quotations and the illustrations. 

presenting their work to the class. 

Notes for teacher 

1. The idea for this series of lessons comes from the book Henry David Thoreau for Kids by 

Corinne Hosfeld Smith.  See bibliography. 

2. The unit may be adapted for teaching to students in grade 3-12. 

3. A good resource for this unit is now out of print, but if you can find a copy, it will help 

your students understand the final product for this unit.  In Wildness Is the Preservation 

of the World has been called “the first coffee table book.”  In it, Eliot Porter created and 

paired his color photographs of the New England woods with passages by writer Henry 

David Thoreau.  See bibliography. 

Editorial Review from Publishers Weekly 

“…. word and picture complement each other in celebration of the New England 

countryside through the seasons. This was a landmark work. Porter's images of woods 

and streams, bogs and forests, plant and animal life remind us that Thoreau saw these 



things in similar settings more than a century ago. The book is timeless. “ 

                                                                 Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc. 

4. If your students are already familiar with Thoreau, you may want to save time by 

skipping Lesson 1 and beginning the unit with Lesson 2.  Also, some parts of the lessons 

may be assigned for homework, making this unit shorter. 

 

5. Decide on the final product choices and how final products will be presented, depending 

on time and your students. Create final product handout for students, if needed. 

 

Product and Presentation Choices 

Books- Each student or group of 3-4 students creates a book of quotations and 

illustrations.  Students’  “His Words and My Words” handouts may be included.  

Allow class time for students to browse the books. 

 

Posters – Each student makes one or more posters, each with a quotation and a 

photo or illustration.  Posters are displayed in a Gallery Walk.  “His Words and My 

Words” handouts may be included. 

 

Slide Shows-Each student or group of 3-4 students creates a slide show with their 

quotations and illustrations.  Slide shows are presented to the class with students 

narrating using their “His Words and My Words” handouts. 

 

6. Decide how you will evaluate the final products so you can tell your students your 

expectations.  Create grading rubric, if needed. 

 

Materials 

Biographies of Henry David Thoreau  See bibliography for suggestions. 

 

Books and posters showing Thoreau’s quotations illustrated with drawings or photograph   See 

bibliography for suggestions. 

 

Notebooks for students to copy quotations 

Devices for students to take photographs, one per student or one for each pair of students 

and/or art supplies for students to create illustrations  



A selection of appropriate quotations from Henry David Thoreau’s writings, either in print or 

accessed online  See bibliography for suggestions. 

Copies of “3,2,1” handout for students (included)  You will use this for a “ticket out the door” 

to check your students’ understanding. 

Copies of “His Words and My Words” handout for students (included) 

Copies of grading rubric, if needed 

Copies of final product directions and expectations, if needed 

 

Lessons 

Lesson 1 - Guiding Question:  Who was Henry David Thoreau? 

Preparation 

1.  If this is your students’ first encounter with Henry David Thoreau, choose a picture book 

biography to read aloud.  Or select and copy a short biographical excerpt for students to 

read.  See bibliography for suggestions. 

 

2. Copy  “3,2,1”  handouts for students. 

 

Procedure 

1. Read the biography aloud or ask students to read the excerpt.  

2. Discuss Thoreau’s life and philosophy with students. 

3. Call students’ attention to quotations from Thoreau’s writing as they encounter them in 

the texts. 

4. Use the “ticket out the door” strategy to check for understanding by asking students to 

complete “3, 2, 1” handout.  

 

Lesson 2 - Guiding Question:  What are Thoreau’s most enduring ideas? 

Preparation 

1.  Gather an array of books and/or posters that feature photographs and quotations to 

help students understand that they will choose one or more quotations to illustrate with 

photos or drawings.   

2. Decide how you will help students access quotations.  If students have computer access, 

“The Walden Woods Project” has an extensive list of quotes, grouped by subject.  See 

bibliography.  Or provide copies of a variety of Thoreau quotations. 



3. Check students’ “3,2,1” handouts and plan for any necessary re-teaching. 

 

Procedure 

1.  Reteach, as needed, based on “3,2,1” handouts. 

2. Students browse books and posters. 

3. Discuss how the words and illustrations work together to create meaning. 

4. Students choose quotations that they like and copy them into their notebooks. 

 

Lesson 3 - Guiding Question:  What do Thoreau’s words mean to you? 

Preparation 

1. Copy “His Words and My Words” handout for students.  

2. Copy product directions and expectations, if needed. 

3. Copy grading rubric, if needed. 

 

Procedure 

1. Explain final product expectations.  Distribute directions and rubric handouts if 

needed. 

2. Provide time for students to browse the quotations in their notebooks. 

3. Provide time for students to go outdoors or travel throughout the school to take 

photographs.  Can also be assigned as homework.   

4. Alternatively, provide time for students to make drawings.   

5. Students complete “His Words and My Words” handout.  Can also be assigned as 

homework.   

 

Lesson 4 - Guiding Question:  Why are Thoreau’s words important to us today? 

Procedure 

1.  Students present final products. 

 

Formative Assessment 

“3,2,1” – Ticket out the Door handout 

Summative Assessment  

 Final Product and “His Words and My Words” handout 
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     3 3 3 3 ----2222----    1111                                                Name ______________________ 

3 things I learned while reading or listening 

 

1. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

    

2 interesting facts 

1. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

    

1 question I still have 

1. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

    
    

    

    

    



His Words and My Words                                         Name ______________________ 

 

Quotation from Henry David Thoreau 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Quotation in my own words 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I chose this quotation because 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I chose this illustration for the quotation because 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 


